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TN Syringe Services Program (SSP) Application 
Written Verification of SSP Participation Guide 

 LEGISLATIVE BACKGROUND   
Tennessee Code § 68-1-136c provides limited immunity that protects syringe service 
program (SSP) employees, volunteers, and participants (i.e., persons affiliated with the SSP) 
from being charged with possession of syringes or other injection supplies, including those 
with residual amounts of drugs present, if obtained or returned to an SSP.  

This immunity only applies to a participant's possession when the participant is engaged in 
the exchange or in transit to or from the exchange. Additionally, a person must provide 
written verification of their affiliation with an SSP (such as a participant ID card) to the 
arresting officer or law enforcement agency to be granted limited immunity. 

GUIDANCE  
This guide will provide recommendations of what could be included on the written 
verification with examples and an identification card template for customization at the end.  

FORMAT IDEAS: 
• If you want to create ID cards: Make the card either 3.5x2 inches (standard business 

card size) or 3x2 inches (standard ID card size) for easy storage.  

• Organizations can also consider making a folded card. See example 4 below. 

• Consider making a wristband which may be useful for participants with limited 
storage or experiencing homelessness. See example 1 below.  

CONTENT SUGGESTIONS: 
• Include a unique identification number/code which is assigned to a single 

participant that some SSPs use to distinguish individual participants. The following is 
one example of how to create a unique identifier code.  

- Jane Doe, who identifies as Female, was born in March 1998  JDF0398  
- If it makes sense for your data collection tool, it’s important to make the 

identification code something that clients can recall if they lose their card. 

• Include language about one’s participation, e.g., “Individual in possession of this 
card is affiliated with this SSP.” 

- If your organization is approved for more than one SSP location, including a 
statement about participation in all locations, even across counties, is 
recommended. 
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• Include SSP contact information for the participant to reference, for law 
enforcement to contact if a client is stopped, or to return a lost card. 

- Consider including the following: organization name, logo, contact 
information (phone number, email), and location(s)  

• Include TN Code annotation, TN Code § 68-1-136c,  with the code’s language 
outlining the limited immunity participants have if stopped by an officer while in 
possession of injection supplies. 

 

TEMPLATE  

This card template is formatted for 3.5x2 inches. Please contact SSP.Health@tn.gov for 
access to the template. 

 

 

 

  

Front 

Back 
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TN SPECIFIC EXAMPLES  
 

EXAMPLE 1: COURTESY OF STREET WORKS IN NASHVILLE, TN 
Street Works uses wristbands as their written verification as they found it’s easier for 
clients to keep track of rather than a card. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXAMPLE 2: COURTESY OF CEMPA/STEP TN IN SOUTHEAST TENNESSEE. 
  

Front 

Back 
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ADDITIONAL EXAMPLES: 
Other Examples:  

EXAMPLE 3: NON-TN EXAMPLE 

  

 

EXAMPLE 4: NON-TN EXAMPLE 
The below card provides an example of a folded participant card and language that may be 
helpful if stopped.  

Front Back 

Inside 
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